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cases. It was a small point, but it had rankled
with the troops and its illogicality had troubled
Florence's logical mind. At the same time she
learned that another proposal made by her to
the sovereign had been adopted, She had repre-
sented that a piece of ground should be obtained
from the Turks for use as a British cemetery, and
the Government had taken the necessary steps
for this to be done.

She could also take some of the credit for the
appointment, at the beginning of 1855, of a
commission of three to inquire into the sanitary
conditions. It was composed of Dr. Hector
Gavie (who died in the Crimea}, Dr. John
Sutherland, and Sir Robert Rawlinson, and
began its work in February 1856. Florence, who
had been scoffed at by the military authorities
in Scutari for her insistence that the sanitary
arrangements ought to be entirely overhauled,
found the committee of inquiry in entire agree-
ment with her views* She had, they reported,
saved the British army.

And in April of that year, Florence was
joined by an amusing and valuable helper.
Alexis Soyer, the famous chef of the Reform
Club, announced his intention of giving his
services to the Government, and wrote to The
Tm

** After carefully perusing the fetter of your
cocrespoadent, dated Scutari, in your impression
of Wednesday last, I perceive that, although the